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Abstract:
In the post-cold war period, the unprecedented spread in the capitalist production and exchange of commodities allover the world has come to be known as globalization. The focal point of globalization is the role of the state in dismantling regulations on overseas flows, demolishing constraints on markets and eliminating the welfare state.

The current age is one of United States hegemony, and globalization has become a code word for the ascendancy of United States imperialism. It is relevant to remember that, in the academic sphere, the word `globalization’ is used as an ideological mask disguising the rising power of United States corporations, to exploit the world’s resources including labour and thus to enrich themselves at the cost of unemployment and poverty. The world now seems more fragmented between rich and poor, powerful and powerless, those who benefit out of the integration of the global markets and loose it. The neo-imperial global order is in direct contradiction with democracy and also the welfare functions of a modern state.

The World Trade Organization is a useful tool in the manipulations of globalization, because it sets the rule for decision of fate, and the simple target is accumulation of wealth, profit-generation and enrichment of the few. The point to note is this, most of the media people highly applauded globalization process, its main purpose being creating an environment where some kind of monopoly in the market, monopolistic competitions and global control over national resources could be looked upon with favour and appreciation. This has thrust eventually the underdeveloped nations into a cultural exile. For some, the present is an era of refugees and have come to be identified as virtually a new species of human beings who have come to symbolize the violence of our times. 

Globalization has enhanced the complexities of the refugee problem allover the world, since the thrust of the super-powers have dislocated sections of the community, who are often uprooted. In India specially, the spread of culture of uprooted ness, has produced new cultural dislocations, anxieties and tensions. Many communities in India are entirely those of the displaced, special emphasis being laid on displacement of different tribes. The global order now dominated by one superpower, includes among other things the problem of immigrants, the refugees, the displaced, or re-cultured. It is extremely unfortunate that collegiate education in the era of globalization mostly does not take into account the problem of refugees, who have formed impressive colonies allover the country. The thrust is towards making reservation for scheduled castes and tribes, which implies sympathy for the backward people in the structure of education. But, the steady influx of refugees has been scarcely treated with seriousness in the arena of collegiate education, although refugee culture is a direct result of globalization of the modern world. 

Coming to the problem of education, it is not an isolated concept but should be conceptualized as against the social norms. Education is a big link between individual and society. In fact, it is the reflection of the kind of society one lives in and sociologists describe education as the science of communication and interaction among various elements of society. Up to the very recent era of globalization, traditional education has been a manifestation of any country’s heritage and culture. Most of the aspects of life – knowledge, ideals and values, customs, rituals and regulations, faith and hopes, tradition and taboos – all these have been involved in the process of education of any nation or state. In India, specially in Bengal, beginning from 1817 when the Hindu College

was founded, moving through the founding of the Calcutta University in 1858, down to the creation of more than two-hundred centers of higher study allover West Bengal, the temples of education are mostly reflections of our traditional culture and heritage, imparting impact on various aspects of humanism and sociological problems. It has been said that, heritage retains within it, the essence of all cultural aspects of life, and the most crucial problem of education now is how to maintain stability in the midst of dynamic changes. An increasingly complicated and complex societal pattern and the ever-widening world of culture and values, is the most challenging problem faced by the 

students
. The critics of traditional education, i.e., education based on the concept of heritage point out that, the former disregard the material aspect of life and the political, economic realities of life. It is further said that, the standard collegiate education is basically undemocratic in character; it is elitist, making higher education a special privilege of leisured, affluent few. It is true that, the fast, increasing impact of science and technology, which is a product of modern industrialization, has virtually revolutionized modern life. Education when properly invested in a world of globalization, can yield national profit, wealth and income. For the last fifty years or so, education has been passing through a process of dynamic reorganization of new directions and thrust.

In the field of collegiate education, globalization has created explosions. Vista of knowledge has increased so very much that it is beyond the level of ordinary college student. Due to the total advancement of information technology, higher education has to brush its shoulders with the technically advanced knowledge in the developed countries, which they cannot introduce forthright, in the colleges of the underdeveloped countries because of lack of fund and also technological experts. The result is a lack of balance in the field of collegiate education. From the data given by the experts, it seems that, in India, there has been a large increase in the number of post-graduate students in general, and also in law and professional education, and this has been certified by the education commission. But the problem is not the number but the quality of education, which remains much below the general educational level of the developed countries and one salient proof of the restlessness in higher education in modern times is violence in the various stratum of society, which has made ragging a feature of higher education. It is earnestly required that some serious attention is paid to the problem. 


The questions raised : Dynamic and super-dynamic changes in all branches of education and culture, in economics, medicine and utilization of media, have created an unbelievable gap between the sense of stability and values and the world of knowledge. The old norms, faith and concept of culture are breaking into pieces all around us. Intellectuals of the developed countries are almost at a total loss as to how to keep pace with the advancement of knowledge that is engulfing the world of education in the present days. In a very concise account named, The World of Spielberg, on the explosion of knowledge, the writer has dwelt upon the irrelevance of written books in the total huge structure of storage of knowledge, for which computerized works are more than enough. Books are now are a good target of the process of expansion of knowledge in recent times, and little effort is given for maintenance and up keeping of books, because, other instruments of media, such as internet, will answer to the needs of preservation of knowledge. According to the author, even the bestsellers are now relatively of little lesser span of life.
  


If this is the picture of higher education in the western world, then undoubtedly collegiate education in the poor countries are facing a challenge, which they cannot fight because of the scarcity of resources. Students of poor countries are sure to fall back in the race and it is a point of pertinent question whether all the colleges can possess computers and impart computerized knowledge to the students in the different branches of study. Globalization has brought the idea of super fast changes in the mental horizon of the collegiate students, although the idea is only too vague and difficult for the students to be well acquainted with such ideas. Hence, education remains bifurcated. The upper part is going to the very few rich, who can go abroad and be familiar with the modern world of knowledge, the other part remaining beneath the level and struggling hard to catch up with the modern times.

The phenomenon of globalization has a profound effect on education. Student options, particularly for collegiate education, are not restricted by national boundaries in the 21st century. Discussing the issue of the challenge of globalization and higher education in India, it has been argued that, if India has to benefit from the global revolution in the sphere of higher education, major policy reforms are to be made. To keep pace with the rapid sweep of globalization a suitable revision of the University Acts has become necessary.
The university toppers in search of career, higher studies and research left the country with limited scope, to fulfill their desires to places mostly in the United States and other advanced countries offering opportunities for better prospects. But now the picture is different. This century witnessed change in world atmosphere – the ushering in globalization had its impact on all spheres of the society. Free movement of goods and services are the necessary outcome of globalization.

Globalisation is a current trend in higher education. It is a multifactual process with economic, social, political and cultural implications for higher education and provides an overview of debates on the opportunities and challenges posed by globalization to higher education. In discussing the trends and issues, it can be argued that, higher education can be seen as both an actor and a reactor to the phenomenon of globalization.

Globalisation provides both opportunities and challenges depending on priorities, policies, resources, strengths and weakness of the countries. As for opportunities, there is increased supply of education, greater access of students, development of joint degrees, growing comparability of qualifications, economic benefits for education providers.

ii

Localisation is a response to globalization, which is a process that is supranational and sub-national; it rejects the concept of the national. According to Dr. Nilanjana Gupta, the other side of the globalised coin is the localization of the images of women. She further says that, globalization has given simultaneous birth to localization is accepted these days by most commentators on these processes, and the awful word `glocal’ is being used to refer to this phenomenon
.  

Nilanjana Gupta attempts to raise questions about the range of hierarchies implicit in the global/local configuration. Technologies, genderisation, ethnicity provide only a few of the coordinates of the multidimensional phenomenon referred to a globalization. According to Gupta, as has been the case with movements and tendencies in the past, women, and more importantly the images of women, have become convenient symbols. She uses contemporary Bengali cinema as representative of such battles.
Gupta concludes with a tentative look at other possible coordinates which may be introduced into the binary global-local configuration such as class, nation, and region to allow new alternatives for the imaging of women. She takes the help of statistical methods, such as sample surveys, to point out women’s work in a globalised economy.
iii

After a long history of resistance and rebellion, the dream of a Jharkhand state has now stirred into reality, said N.Vasavi, the co-coordinator, Indian Association of Women’s Studies, Regional Workshop, Ranchi, 4-5 November, 2000
. At this conjecture of history, discussing the effects of globalization on women, especially on their daily lives, is a serious challenge. 

The `adivasi’ communities have sounded the war trumpets against American imperialists, guardians of the globalised world and the middlemen of the Indian capitalists and feudalists. She spelt out in no uncertain terms, the threat that the current policy of globalization posed for the poor `adivasi’ women of the incipient state of Jharkhand.
In her keynote address Professor Nirmala Banerjee, in the workshop on women and globalization, pointed out that globalization is not a phenomenon of recent origin, going back, as it does, to ancient civilizations, some of which were located in Bihar.
 Many speakers specifically warned that the mineral rich land of Jharkhand would be a special prey to the profit-hungry multinationals, which would be given easy entry to the area under the aegis of globalization. The liberalization process had already brought about massive job losses, specially for women as they are easy to retrench. Sri A.K. Roy, the well-known Trade Union leader from Dhanbad addressed the final session where he talked about the rapid decline in the rate of female labour in the organized sector. As some speakers pointed out, even the Public Sector Undertakings that had brought economic gains to the region, however meager it was is being made to withdraw under the new directions for globalization. With the breakdown of all senses of autonomy, violence against women was resulting in unforeseen insecurity for `adivasi’ women, known for their independence, in public as well as domestic spaces.
While it was clear that in the earlier phase, the state had failed the region badly, the new market-centered globalization has placed the women in the newly formed state of Jharkhand in worse jeopardy.
 However, a judgment has to be given about the history of human beings at the end of the millennium. There are two different trends of analyses on this process
.
The first trend is that, due to industrial revolution, the progress in science and the development of independent ideology – these three things together would lead to modern way of life, whose good impact should have spread allover the world. But different ideas and administration that believed in state control made the process impossible.
The great peace process started in the history of mankind. The second trend did not have a lovely impact. The story is that, the countries of the third world and the leftist countries started different examinations on various types of socialism. They believed that, it was possible to free themselves from capitalism and imperialism, but still it was possible to have economic and social development.    

Dr. Chatterjee further argues that, if the reader has the Credit card of American express in his pocket, then he would be able to go to the market with a free mind. But it is impossible to understand globalization, although we are going through the process. Chatterjee raises the historical question that what is the new trend in the process of globalization, i.e., he perhaps tries to draw a difference between colonialism and the process called globalization
. Globalisation may imply that the different parts of the world are dependent on one another, there is a commercial network of goods and services, and this process is continuing for the last one-fifty to two-hundred years. 
There are many controversies on this question. From historical facts it has been ascertained that, a big phase of globalization started at the end of the nineteenth century. A large amount of capital was exported from Europe to the British and French colonies to different regions of the world, speciallyNorth and South America.  After 1870, most of the big countries chose a gold standard to determine the international coinage for the demand and supply of capital.
In Britain only, between 1895 and 1899, 21% of total investment was made in foreign country. Between 1910 and 1913 it increased to 53%. 
 At that time, one-fourth of Britain’s resources were invested in a foreign land. Any developed country in today’s world is not dependent on the export and import of capital. Even a country like Argentina, whose fifty-percent capital was in the hands of foreigners at the end of the twentieth century, now the ratio has declined to 20-22 percent. Therefore the exchange of capital leading to globalization was successful to a great extent in the twentieth century.
One group of researchers would give some statistics to show that inequality has increased due to globalization, but others would indicate that it would decrease soon. Partha Chatterjee fails to draw any conclusion to this controversy but argues that, inequality between the rich and poor countries have increased in the last ten to fifteen years, instead of decreasing. Many countries received a blow and declined, those who were progressing rapidly. In the 70-s, many countries in South America had progressed rapidly in international trade. In the decade of 80-s, they could not bear the burden of loans, and fell down. East Asia made legendary progress in the decade of the eighties. But whatever happened in 1997, there was a disaster and still there is crisis. Why should this happen, whether this event is possible due to globalization, is a different question altogether. 
Globalisation in the current world has given rise to two viewpoints, which is, contact and transport. To discuss the cultural impact of globalization, these two subjects are very important. There is no doubt that due to a great improvement of the communication system, movement from one country to another has increased to a large extent. 

                                         (Abanti Adhikari)
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